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Partnership
1 Clerk of the Circuit Court Historic Records
1 Black History Committee of the Friends of the Thomas Balch Library




Determining Brochure Topics
Court Records
Courthouse Events
Individuals

Choosing images
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“ANIEL COLEMAN. FREVOLUTIONARY WAR GOLDIER

e —— 5 Daniel Coleman was a
free African-American who

s enlisted in the Continental
Dane S T | ) 1 Maryland in 1781
He served at the Siege of

ek,

Yorktown in October that

- secured the United States’
independence from Great Britain. He was discharged in Loudoun in late 1761. At
age 93 and unable to work, he filed a claim at the courthcuse to prove he served
during the war and could receive 2 Revolutionary War pension.

WILLS - TDOCUMENTS OF FREEDOM OR GRAGEDY

One of the most significant legal records that impacted an enslaved person’s life
was the enslaver's will. That single document could provide freedom or it could
bring new horror if enslaved people were divided among family members or
girested to be sold,

IEQNARD (GRIMES AND THE UNDERGROUND RuLROAD

Leonard Grimes was born free about 1814 in
Leesburg. In 1839, he was accused of smuggling
enslaved people cutof Loudoun so they could escape
slavery. The court case v v 5
was conductad in the second courthouse in 1840, His
attomeys argued that evidence was circumstantial,
and he received the lightest sentence possible. He
and his family later settled in Massachusetts and he
became a minister. {image courtesy of the Library of
Congress)

Court cases involving freedom seekers and abolitionists _xrarecATs OF ACCIPTANCE
‘were tried in the second courthouse (1811.1894). As a
result of their advocacy for freedom, the courthouse was
designated by the National Park Service in 2003 as an
Underground Railroad Network to Freedom site. v

Loudoun County Cowrthose

+

GHEEDOM PAPERS

Joseph Trammell first registered as a free person in 1852, as required by law.
His registration number was 1952. After the appropriate legal documents were
recorded in the Register of Free Negroes in the Clerk's Office, he received his
freedom papers. This valuable document descended through his family and
was donated to the National Museum of African American History & Culture,
Smithsonian Institution, where it is on permanent display.
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BAzIL KEWMAN, GERRY (OPERATOR AND BUSINESSMAN

Despite laws that limited their rights, African-Americans who were not enslaved,
such as Bazil Newman, owned land, operated businesses, and were successful
in their endeavors, Newman operated a ferry at Goose Creek and the Potomac
River, transporting people and goods between Virginia and Marylend, He owned a

warehouse near the ferry and

Q was part owner of Elizabeth’s
W‘ Mil on Goose Creek.
Some historians  believe

he was a conductor on the
Underground Railrosd

GfiE FHGHT FOR FREEDOM

‘Over 200 African-American men from Loudoun served their country during the
Civil War, primarily in the U.S. Colored Troops. Veterans returned home to marry,
lbuy land, raise a family, and
become leaders in their
<community. Henry Haris
hod been freed beforethe ., o Do ..
war, as shown in this Deed <7 " /

of Emancipation from

1857. The original freedom

certificate is at the courthouse.
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JECONSTRUCTION AND GARLY CIVIL FIGHTS

In 1883, Africa an men petitioned Loudoun County Judge
James B. McCabe to serve as Jurors and Judges of Election. Although laws had
lbeen enacted to expand their civil rights after slavery, in actuality they were being
ercded. These brave men, who owned land and businesses, were advocates in the
early Civil Rights movement.

IQUDOUN (OUNTY GMANCIPATION ASSOCIATION

The Association was organized in Hamilton in 1890 to commemorate the
prelminary Emancipation Proclamation of Sept. 22, 1862. The organization
formally incorporated with this charter at the courthouse in 1906, There was an
annual celebration, .
conventions, pageants,
ravivals, and school
activities held on the
Emancipation grounds.
The Association was
formally dissolved in 1973

(COMMUNITY [EADERSHIP AND (DRGANIZATION

- Numerous  churches,  mutual
S aid societies, and other foemal
7 organizations were formed after the
Civil War. Fratemal organizations
such as the Mt. Gap Odd Fellows
provided fellowship, community

. servica, and aid to its members,
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Design and Editing

T Evolution of the brochureobds design
1 Adding and deleting text and images

1 Created a website to provide more history and full documents




